
HOW WILL YOU SHARE GOD’S LOVE THIS WEEK? 
 
God’s Spirit beckons. There are things to do and places to go! 
-- Romans 8:14 (The Message) 
 
A couple weekends ago, we held our annual Council retreat.  With some light snow falling 
that morning, we had a difficult decision to make about whether or not to postpone the 
meeting.  We decided to push forward and hope for the best – and thankfully we did; I 
was blown away by the way in which the Spirit showed up in this gathering of our 
leaders!   
 

This year’s retreat built on the work the Council has been doing behind the scenes for the past year and a half.  At last 
year’s retreat, we told stories and tried to put words around what it is that makes Grace so special.  Our hope was that as 
we tried to find the right words to describe the feeling of being a part of God’s mission at Grace, that we would inspire 
ourselves to focus in on the ministries that most deeply connect with the identity of the congregation. 
 
The second phase of that process, what we have been working on over the past year, is simply testing, listening, and 
wondering if the mission we’ve put into words best captures our understanding of God’s call here at Grace.  I spent some 
time last spring and summer sharing the draft statements that the Council developed. We received both affirmation and 
helpful feedback. The words changed and tweaked over the past year, as we have sought to capture the essence of what 
makes Grace so special, especially when we are at our best.   
 
The second step of the process was to gather again as a Council to discern if we were ready to press forward and begin to 
proclaim and more intentionally frame ministry around our drafted purpose.  The answer was a resounding, YES! Your 
Council members were excited to move forward and began to wonder how we could “get the news out” about what 
makes Grace so special. 
 
When we are at our best, we live out God’s mission at Grace by sharing the love of God so that everyone is served and 
supported.   
 
While words will always fall short, we believe these come close to capturing the Spirit of Grace that comes alive in our 
mission.  Sharing the love of God is why we exist as a congregation. And, when we are bold enough to follow the leading 
of the Spirit in sharing God’s love, all of the people around us, within and beyond the congregation, are served and 
supported.   
 
The Council continued to dig more deeply into the congregation’s stories about Grace and went on to identity 4 ways in 
which this purpose comes to life.  These guiding principles will help us decide how we will live out this mission:  

Include and Welcome all, as they are. 
Grow in relationship with God. 

Care for and Comfort each other.  
Anticipate and Respond to the needs of the 

congregation and community. 
 
The next step is to get the news out!  This is what the 
Council spent a majority of our retreat 
brainstorming.  This newsletter article is one example, 
but we have more ideas to come. We really believe that 
when we, as Grace Lutheran are at our best, we are 
sharing God’s love within our congregation and 
throughout our community.  And, we believe that when 
we are sharing God’s love, lives are changed.   
 
Starting soon, you will find another of our ideas taking 
shape in our Sunday bulletins each.  Each and every Sunday (each and every day?) we will be calling on each other to live 
the answer to this question, “How will I share God’s love this week?”   
 
Keep on the look out, there will be more to come soon! 
 
In Grace, 
Pastor Steve 



From the Vicar 
Greetings! This month I will not be telling you about my Holy Land trip; I will be writing about Bible stories that I have 
come to read differently over time. This month, let’s talk about everyone’s favorite fish story: Jonah and the whale! 

When I was a kid, it was obvious that this story was primarily about the whale! Jonah didn’t listen, so God commanded a 
WHALE to swallow him up! When he prayed and asked God to forgive him, the whale spit him out! The moral of the story 
is that if you don’t do what God commands, you might get swallowed by a whale. 

As I got older, I decided that the story was more about the Ninevites. After all, they had been totally neglecting God’s laws 
and deserved punishment. It’s only because they repented that God forgave them and decided to spare the city. The 
moral of the story is that if you repent of your evil ways, God will forgive you and give you a second chance. 

Later, I decided that maybe the story was actually about Jonah after all. In fact, the book does not end when Nineveh is 
saved, but also gives Jonah’s reaction. You see, Jonah was not very happy that God had spared the Ninevites. He knew 
about their evil deeds and was highly upset when they didn’t get the punishment they deserved. Of course, the moral of 
THAT part of the story is that we shouldn’t be resentful when other people receive forgiveness and escape punishment. 

But maybe this story is really about us. Do we ever find ourselves behaving like Jonah - more than happy to receive 
forgiveness, but less than happy when others receive it? Sometimes we are so angry at those who have wronged us that 
we wish they would receive the punishment we think they deserve. However, it’s true that we have all sinned, and we all 
deserve punishment. That’s what grace is all about - people who deserve punishment receiving none. If we are willing to 
receive God’s grace, then we need to accept that God stands ready to offer grace to all people. 

During this season of Epiphany, we focus on God revealing Godself to the world through Jesus. Through the person of 
Jesus of Nazareth, we get a glimpse of who God really is and what God is really like. We can also gain such insights into 
God’s character through this story about a big fish. Jonah sums it up pretty well in 4:2 (paraphrasing Exodus 34:6-7) - 
“That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing.” In his anger, Jonah admits that he fled from God 
because he was afraid that if he carried out God’s instructions, the Ninevites would repent and receive God’s grace. Which 
is exactly what happened, of course! 

It’s one thing to know who God is, but it’s another thing to really understand what that means for us in our own lives. 
Jonah understood who God was, but he had not allowed those qualities to shape his relationships with other people. How 
about us? During this season of Epiphany, what can we learn about God through Jesus Christ? And, how can we let those 
qualities affect our own relationships with the world around us? 

During this season, may we be moved to go out into the world and share who God is, and what God has done for all of us 
through Jesus Christ. ~Vicar Christopher 

Libby’s Lyrics 
Susan Palo Cherwien, a renowned and prolific contemporary hymnist, wrote eight hymns that appear in the ELW.  She was 
born in Ashtabula, Ohio in 1953. She went to Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio where she earned her BM in 
church music with an emphasis in voice.  Later at Mundelein college in Chicago she earned a degree in spirituality, ritual, 
and the arts (MALS, 1993). She is noted for the depth of reflection and care that is present in her hymns. She is married to 
the church musician David Cherwien and they have two sons. Susan Frank and I had the pleasure of attending a hymn-fest 
led by Cherwien at the National Conference for Sacred Music in Charleston, SC.  After singing many of her hymns and 
anthems, it was exciting to see and hear her in person.   

For its fiftieth anniversary in 1997, the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection in Roseville, Minnesota commissioned 
Cherwien to write a hymn. The result was Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen, a sending hymn about the church rising to 
take up its role in the world in this and every generation, remembering the future God gives us. This was our sending 
hymn on the Second Sunday of Epiphany. 

Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen, from this meal of love and grace; 
May we through such love envision whose we are, and whose, our praise. 

Alleluia, alleluia; God, the wonder of our days. 
 

Rise, transformed, and choose to follow after Christ, though wounded, whole; 
Broken, shared, our lives are hallowed to release and to console. 

Alleluia, alleluia; Christ, our present, past and goal. 
 



Rise, remember well the future God has called us to receive; 
Present by God’s loving nurture, Spirited then let us live. 

Alleluia, alleluia; Spirit, grace by whom we live. 
 

Service be our sure vocation; courage be our daily breath; 
Mercy be our destination from this day and unto death. 

Alleluia, alleluia; Rise, O church, a living faith. 
Rise, O Church; we are the church! Let us rise from our meal of love and grace and go forth with the knowledge and 
confidence that we are loved children of God.  Let us rise and share God’s love. Let us rise and serve with courage and be 
like Christ to others. As Pastor Steve instructed, let us share the good news and invite others to come and see!  

Soli Deo Gloria, 
Libby 

Faith Formation 
1. Thursday 02/06/20 @ 7:30 a.m. – High school youth are invited to gather at Bojangles for breakfast and devotions 

with Pastor Steve.  
2. Tuesday 02/11/20 @ 7:00 p.m. – Parents, organizers and group leaders for Faith Formation meet on the 2nd 

Tuesday of the month. The Faith Formation Team will be gathering at Ransom to plan future ministry activities for 
the coming year. You won't want to miss out on this night of fun & fellowship!  

3. Wednesday 02/19/20@ 5:30 p.m. – Wednesday nights are Connect Nights! Join us once a month for a fun evening 
with dinner served @ 5:30 p.m.; groups then break out at 6:00 p.m. for discussions around the church. High school 
youth will meet in the Youth Room upstairs and Confirmation will meet downstairs in the Lower Level Fellowship 
Hall. Later, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, we will close the evening with a Holden Evening Prayer Service.  

4. Friday 02/21/20 – 2/23/20 – Youth and parents leave for LYO – prayers for our 5 youth and 2 adult attendees for 
this year’s conference. 

Women's Bible Study 
Continuing this month on Tuesdays at 6:45 p.m. in the Grace Fellowship Hall, Dana Holden will be leading us in a study 
of Paul's letters. The title of the study is "Dear Church...Love, Paul."  We will meet weekly on Tuesdays except for the third 
Tuesday (due to Reading Between the Wines book club). Even if you missed the studies in January, you can still gain much 
from each meeting.   
 
Reading Between the Wines 
Join Grace's book club that meets the third Tuesday of each month. We will meet to discuss the book, "A Single Thread" 
by Tracy Chevalier on February 18, at 6:00 p.m. at Casa Rustica.  If you want to read ahead for March, we will be reading 
“The Day the World Came to Town” by Jim Defede. See you there!  

Campus Ministry - LSA HABITAT FOR HUMANITY WORK TRIP – HOW YOU CAN HELP!!! 
Hello everyone! This is Corinne Mullen, VP of Fund-raising for the Lutheran Students of Appalachian (LSA). LSA is heading 
to Charleston, South Carolina to volunteer with Habitat for Humanity during Spring Break. We are so excited to give our 
spring break to help others! We need your help and your prayers! This year there are several ways to donate: 
 
SPONSOR A STUDENT 
You can sponsor a student’s work day - or a whole work week! You can sponsor a week of meals! You can even support 
the whole group by sponsoring our travel! 
 
1. Habitat program cost per student: $25 for one day - $100 for one week 
2. Food cost per student: $150 
3. We need one very generous sponsor to rent a van: $700 
 
ORDER A T-SHIRT 
Long-sleeved shirt orders will be taken soon. Funds raised from the sale of these shirts will help fund the Spring Break 
Trip. More information will be announced soon. 
 
RENT-A-STUDENT 
Help us by letting us help you. Rent-A-Student is now open! This is a great way for LSA students to get to know the 
congregation and help members. If you have work at home or work that a member of LSA could help you with, please e-
mail me at mullencl@appstate.edu and I will contact LSA students for you. 
 
 

mailto:mullencl@appstate.edu


CHILI COOKOFF 
On Wednesday, February 19, LSA will host a Chili Cookoff to support our Habitat work. Enter your chili or just come to eat 
great chili! Let me know at mullencl@appstate.edu if you would like to enter a chili in the contest! 
 

Thank you for all of your prayers and your help; we appreciate you and your kindness! 
Quilt News 
The quilters meet every Wednesday at 10 o’clock in the Quilt Room in the basement.  Come join us to tie quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief.  We always need help.  If you can sew a straight line, we need someone to sew the binding on our 
quilts.  We also have great fellowship during our quilting time.  Anyone needing more information, please call Gail Lund at 
828-264-1943. 
 
Annual Valentine Dinner 
Make your reservations today and take your best sweetie or friend out for a dining experience.  The group going on the 
Guatemala Mission Trip this June is sponsoring this special evening out on Friday, February 14, at 6:30 p.m.  Private or 
group tables are available so please make your reservations today as space is limited.  Make your reservation by signing 
up on the youth bulletin board at the base of the stairs, by e-mailing graceboonefinancial@gmail.com or calling Kathy 
Griewisch at 264-2206 ext. 106.  Donations for dinner will benefit the Guatemala Mission Trip in June. 

Dorcas Valentine’s Dinner 
Dorcas will celebrate Valentine’s Day by supporting the Annual Valentine Dinner to benefit the Guatemala Mission Trip so 
make your reservations today and take your best sweetie or friend out for a dining experience.  The group going on the 
Guatemala Mission Trip this June is sponsoring this special evening out on Friday, February 14, at 6:30 p.m.  Private or 
group tables are available so please make your reservations today since space will be limited.  Please make your 
reservation by signing up on the youth bulletin board at the base of the stairs, by e-mailing 
graceboonefinancial@gmail.com or calling Kathy Griewisch at 264-2206 ext. 106.  Donations for dinner will benefit the 
Guatemala Mission Trip in June. 

OPUS 
OPUS will attend as a group the Valentine’s dinner in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. February 14th.  Please make 
reservations with Kathy Griewisch.  This is a fun event and we will support those going on our mission trip this summer. 
 
Mary-Martha. 
Mary-Martha Circle will meet Saturday, February 15th ,1:00 p.m. at the home of Judy Wellborn. 
 
Lizzie- Estelle News 
Once again, we will try to have brunch to celebrate Valentine’s Day! We will meet on Wednesday, February 12 at 9:30 in 
the Fellowship Hall. We will have a short business meeting and then enjoy a program by Vicar Christopher. We should be 
able to eat by 10:45 or 11 a.m. Please bring food to share for 12-14 people as the staff at Grace is invited to attend. 
Perhaps we will be able to get back on track after wintertime! Martha Moretz is our hostess this month. Come, bring a 
friend, and enjoy time together. Where is your heart? How can you share the love of Christ? 
 
Hospitality House Update  
The next meal will be served on January 8th, at the Hospitality House. All meal sign-ups are on the Sign Up Genius website! 
There is a link available on the ministry pages of the Grace website. If you have any questions, please contact:  Rebecca 
Ungerer,  rebeccaungerer@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Altar Flowers 
It is time to look forward to 2020 and to select your week to place flowers in the Sanctuary.  The cost did not change.  It 
will again be $74.73 which covers the cost of the flowers and delivery.  You may do this individually or you may invite 
someone to share with you and split the cost.  The new flower chart for sign-up is posted in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Gail Hauser, Flower Ministry Coordinator. 
 
Community Action Winter Blood Drive 
Grace will host a Red Cross Blood Drive, Saturday, February 8th, from 9-1:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Please call the office 
for assistance for sign-up or sign up in the Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour.  Online registration is also an 
option:  redcross.org -- just search for Grace as the location. Thanks for giving the gift of life. What better gift to give 
during this season of giving and love. 

Most sincerely, 
Robin J. King -- co-chair Community Action Team 

mailto:mullencl@appstate.edu
mailto:graceboonefinancial@gmail.com
mailto:graceboonefinancial@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a45aca728a2f49-hospitality
mailto:rebeccaungerer@gmail.com
http://redcross.org/


Adverse Weather 
As winter approaches, we are sure to experience inclement weather. It’s easy to stay up to date with office closures and 
schedule changes. Postings can be found on our website, graceboone.org, or our phone system, 828-264-2206; option #1 
lists schedule changes and worship times, or in your inbox. If you receive our Weekend News Updates on Friday 
afternoons, then you are all set; if not, contact the office to add your preferred e-mail address to our list. Remember, if 
Watauga County Schools are closed the office is closed. Stay warm and safe this winter! 
 
The Listening Post Seeks Volunteers  
The Listening Post, a campus ministry sponsored by Presbyterian-Episcopal Campus Ministry, is seeking volunteers for the 
spring semester beginning in January 2020, at Appalachian State University. Listeners are mature adult conversationalists 
who will enjoy listening more than talking with college students (as well as others). Volunteers should be able to ask 
leading questions and then listen with an open mind and heart, without trying to “fix it,” or put forth an agenda. Listening 
Post workers are not counselors, yet we enjoy the encouragement and support of ASU's Counseling Center and its 
administration. We are seeking Listeners to serve 1.5-to-2-hour shifts on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays at the Plemmons 
Student Union or the new Leon Levine Health Science Hall.  Parking is provided.  Volunteers must attend a brief 
orientation session. To learn a little about this unique ministry, check out our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/listenappstate/. To talk to someone about volunteering, contact: 
Cheri Strickland 
828-414-9516 – home 
704-650-8496 – cell 
cheristrickland@aol.com 
 
 
Many Gifts, Many Talents 
Each month, Grace is blessed to have hundreds of people walk through its doors, and each person brings their own 
extraordinary gifts. The real blessing is when they share those gifts with Grace. Please enjoy this month’s gift from our 
pews: 
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February Anniversaries 
(8) Charles and Lynne Mauney 
February Birthdays 
(1) Gus Stavros; (2) Monna Snyder; (3) Max Ruble, Molly Ruble; (4) Vickie Lyons, Barbara Townsend; (5) Jason Tillery; (10) 
Sue Tilson; (11) Barbara Crigler, Susan Roggenkamp, Maddie Warren, Owen Watson; (12) Mary Elizabeth Seramur, Sandy 
Spach, Thad Taylor; (13) Denise Martz; (14) Kitty Rominger; (19) Kathleen Wellborn; (20) Jeff Caldwell, Eli Evans, Judy 
Michael; (21) Debbie Berry; (22) Mason Brown, Sharon McKibbin; (23) Charles Mauney; (24) Kathy Griewisch; (25) Daniel 
Ingwersen, Betsy Richards; (26) Lindsay Kaudelka; (29) Emma Seagle 
February Baptisms 
(2) Heather Leonard; (6) Danielle Shealy; (17) Grace Watson; (22) Phillip Weaver, Sophia Weaver; (28) Erik Testerman 
Prayer List as of 01/24/20 -- New Prayer Requests: 
*Bob Cole, a friend of Roger Bodo, prayers of comfort following recent hospitalization and diagnosis of a brain tumor. 
(1/26) 
*Victoria, Roger Bodo’s daughter, prayers of healing following back surgery this past week. (1/26) 
*David Young, Pastor Bob Young’s son, prayers of healing from mild heart attack. (1/26) 
**Sam Jones, a friend of Gail Lund, prayers of healing following emergency surgery and infection (1/19) 
**Charlene Jones, a friend of Gail Lund, prayers of healing following chemo treatments (1/19) 
**Tressa Allen, a friend of Jennifer Stamey’s, prayers of healing following a stroke and brain surgery. (01/19) 
*** Ida Norris Elliott, Lynn Caldwell’s mother, recently diagnosed with dementia and other health concerns. (1/12) 
***John Barbour, prayers of healing following surgery. (1/12) 
***Roger Bodo’s sister, Victoria, recovering from surgery. (1/12) 
Shut-ins – Nursing Homes, Assisted Living, Hospice Care, Homebound: 
Cora Lee Moretz, prayers of comfort as she is very sick. 
Barbara Montaldi, member, living at her condo.*  
Frank Phelan, Linda Phelan's husband, living at the Cranberry House.*  
Earl Johnson, member at Life Care Center. * 
Eddie Johnson, prayers of healing at Glenbridge. * 
Long-term Health Conditions : 
Janet Moretz, prayers of healing. 
Jewel Moody, member, health concerns and having trouble swallowing.*  
Larry Moody, Jewell Moody's son, vision problems, at home. * 
Terry & Sharon Covell, prayers of healing for health concerns. * 
Peggy Scoggins, prayers of healing at home. * 
Don Just, prayers of healing. * 
Bill Cowan, member, continuing health concerns.*  
Bill Paul, health concerns, prayers of healing and comfort, at home. * 
Archie & Joann Lyons, members, prayers of healing for health concerns. * 
Elaine Schweinsberg, member, health concerns.*  
Pregnancy: 
Kate & Kevin Patterson, due in February 2020. 
Military: 
All those fighting for peace around the world. 
US Military Personnel and their families, for world peace, and for safe return from deployment. 
Continued Prayers for: 
High Country Lutherans, as we continue in shared ministry.  
Prayers for all the children separated from their families. 
For those starving around the world, especially the children. 
Staff at Grace, Pastor Steve, Pastor John, Deacon Stacey, Vicar Christopher, Jennifer, Kathy, Lauren, Savannah, Katherine. 
Victims of terror around the world. 
Prayers for the sick, those with unspoken prayers, and those who do not know God. 
President Trump, as he serves our country.  
All the precious children still in their mothers' wombs, God's newest creations of life, that they will be loved and 
protected. 
All those searching for jobs. 
Prayers for those struggling with addictions. 
Prayers for those who struggle in their marriage relationships that healing & transformation may occur.  
Victims of domestic violence. 
The hungry, the homeless, those financially struggling and those searching for faith.   
  



 
 

Council Meeting 
The next regular Council meeting will be held on February 17th; remember, Council meetings are open; speak to an 
Executive Team member about adding your item to the agenda. The Executive Team will meet Monday, February 10, at 
5:30 p.m. 

Message from the Congregation Council 
Your council members are on a constant “lookout” to assure your safety while using our facilities.  Recently this has 
included new exit maps, locating and refreshing first aid kits and assuring that fire extinguishers are accessible.  What we 
have found to have been missing from our safe church survey is an AED defibrillator device.  This device is used in the 
event of a cardiac incident. 

During the month of February, also known as “Heart Month”, we are asking for donations to go towards the purchase of 
an AED.  The cost of one AED would be approximately $1,500.00.  The device would be kept in the usher’s closet and 
available in the event of a cardiac emergency. 

If you would like to contribute to the purchase of this life-saving device, please mark your donation “AED” and place it in 
the offering plate or speak to Kathy or Jeff in the Finance office.   

Thank you for assisting the council in making Grace safe for all.     

~Grace Council 
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Grace Staff 
Pastor Steve Troisi, Senior Pastor 

Pastor John Bollinger, Volunteer Visitation Pastor 
Deacon Stacey Troisi, Campus Ministry Coordinator 

Vicar Christopher Shealy, Seminary Intern 
Libby Brown, Director of Music Ministry 

Lauren Johnson, Interim Children’s Choir Coordinator 
Susan Frank, Organist 

Vera Barnett, Administrative Secretary 
Jennifer Stamey, Facilities Manager 

Kathy Griewisch, Financial Secretary 
Jeff Voss, Treasurer 

 
2019-2020 Congregation Council 

Mary Ballard ~ President, ‘21~ Learning Liaison 
Gail Lund ~ Vice President, '21~ Supporting Liaison 

Janice Koppenhaver ~ Secretary’22~ Supporting Liaison 
Alan Hauser ~ Member, ‘22~ Worshiping Liaison 

Robin King ~ Member '20~ Serving Liaison 
Laura McArthur ~ Member, '20~ Serving Liaison 
Sandy Moretz ~ Member, '21~ Welcoming Liaison 
Carol Norris, ~ Member, ‘20~ Learning Liaison 
Beth Reavis ~Member, ‘22~Learning Liaison 

John Smyre ~ Member, ‘21~ Supporting Liaison 
Charlie Wallin ~ Member, ‘22~ Welcoming Liaison 
Morgan Wright ~ Member, ‘20~ Serving Liaison 
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