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Welcome to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Grace!  In this uncertain and challenging time, we are so very happy that we are 
finding a way to continue to worship.  Whether you are following along with the Facebook Live 
stream, participating later, or leading your own worship using this bulletin as a guide, my prayer 
is that you are discovering a deeper connection with God, are feeling connected to the Body of 
Christ, and are inspired to share God’s love so that everyone is served and supported.   
 
Some might be wondering, how is this type of worship supposed to work?  These are new and 
uncharted waters for all of us so here are a couple of ideas about how to follow along and 
participate in worship: 

1. Set up a worship space in your home.  It doesn’t have to be fancy, though certainly can 
be!  Find a candle that you can light while worshiping.  Put out a nice table cloth.  Get a 
bowl with water so that you can remember your baptism. Come up with other ideas too! 

2. Download and print this bulletin so that you can follow along at home.  Don’t have a 
working printer?  Open two internet windows side-by-side on a computer or tablet.   

3. Watch the Facebook Live stream together with others in your household.  What if I don’t 
have a Facebook account?  No worries; all of the worship services are streamed on our 
public page, and can be accessed by anyone at 
anytime.  (https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchBoone/).   

We have adapted a few things in this bulletin to suit an online style of worship.  You will notice 
that we have included music and/or lyrics for all of the hymns, based upon what was available 
through our new streaming licenses.  Unfortunately, we have had to remove a few pieces of 
liturgical music to be more conducive to this online format.  Over time, we are going to work on 
enhancing the video, audio and other parts of the stream worship experience. 
 
What happened to Communion?  You will notice that we do not have Communion in our online 
worship services.  This is based on our Lutheran theological understanding of this sacrament 
related to good order and the office of the keys.  However, our Conference of Bishops and 
teaching Theologians in the ELCA are having an open conversation now about whether it would 
be possible to temporarily loosen some of these rules because of the current unprecedented 
circumstances. 
 
Dear Grace Family, 
My prayers are with each and every one of you as we walk together during this time.  I hope that 
you are taking care of yourselves and each other by remaining in your homes and practicing 
“social distancing.”  Despite our distance, I feel your love and support as we navigate this road 
together.  This is one of the things that makes Grace such a special place!  Through it all, I believe 
that God is with us and that God’s spirit of love weaves us together in a community that connects 
us even when we are apart.  This is the promise we cling to and this is the promise that makes it 
possible to continue to find hope even in the most challenging of situations.   My prayer is that 
our worship today might provide an opportunity for us to hear God’s message of unconditional 
love and challenge us to answer the call to share God’s love each and every day! - Pastor Steve 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchBoone/
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 GATHER  

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please kneel as you are able. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, 
death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to 
which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of 
forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night, let us confess our sin against 
God and our neighbor and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and 
with one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us 
even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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Please stand. 
HYMN– “Go to Dark Gethsemane” – 347 ELW vs 1-3 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and 
give us the will to serve others as he was servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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WORD 
FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. 
This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people 
from the threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the 
Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and 
death. 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “2This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation 
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  
 
11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood 
shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14This day shall be a day of 
remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.” 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL READING:  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: 
Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the 
same for one other. 

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 
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need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 
you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 
right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have 
done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 
greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 
 
  31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I 
say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 
SERMON 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to the next page. 
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Please stand. 
HYMN– “Love Consecrates the Humblest Act” – 360 ELW 

 

Please kneel as you are able. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Each portion of the prayer ends with these words: 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

 THANKSGIVING  
Please be seated. 
OFFERING “And Can it Be” arr. Dan Forrest 
 
Please stand. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was lifted up 
from the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world, that all creation may be brought 
from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from death to life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
The congregation is encouraged to kneel as you are able as the altar is stripped in preparation for 
Good Friday while singing hymn 348.  At the conclusion of the stripping of the altar, the 
congregation is invited to hold a time of silent prayer and meditation. 
  
HYMN “Stay With Me “348 ELW 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY  

“Maundy” is the English form of the Latin word for “commandment” and is connected to this day 
because of Jesus’ commandment at the Last Supper to “love one another, even as I have loved you,” 
and to “wash one another’s feet (serve).” We remember and celebrate Christ’s love for us tonight 
as we obey his command, “Do this for the remembrance of me,” but the stripping of the altar at 
the end of this service provides a stark transition from celebration to betrayal, crucifixion, and death. 
Maundy Thursday is the beginning of the Three Days—the ancient observance of the mystery of 
our salvation, which plunges the faithful into the death of Jesus and brings them with Him to 
resurrection life.   
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