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Welcome to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

A Note to Visitors 
Thank you for worshiping at Grace today. For more information about Grace and its ministries, 
please visit our website www.graceboone.org or speak with a member of the Hospitality Ministry 
or one of our ushers who are waiting in the Narthex. Currently we offer both in-person and online 
worship options.  

During Worship: 
• Bulletin Notes: Congregation responses are in BOLD print; “ELW” refers to the red hymnal; 

The Holy Bible is in the lower racks below the pews. 
• Devices for the hearing impaired and large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
• Please turn off all cell phones or place in silent mode.   
• We especially welcome and encourage families with young children to join us for worship. 
• To reach the restrooms and water fountain, exit through the double doors at the back of the 

Sanctuary and turn right.  
• Worship Services, worship bulletins and information about upcoming events are available 

online at www.graceboone.org. Follow on Facebook and YouTube.  
 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Affirmation of Welcome 
In the name of Jesus, who invites us with reconciling love and grace to join in the kingdom of 
God, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church welcomes all who profess, or seek to profess, Jesus Christ 
as their Savior. Believing that the Gospel is God’s gift to all, we rejoice in the diversity of God’s 
people and welcome all, regardless of age, cultural and economic background, ethnic and 
linguistic heritage, gender, marital status, physical and mental ability, race, sexual orientation, or 
any other distinction.  We are all one in God’s eyes, sharing in the free gifts of the Gospel and the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore, we encourage all to take part in the life of this congregation as we worship, 
witness and openly share the love of God through Christ our Lord. 

Lutherans sing! Music functions as an integral part of the service, carrying prayer and praise and 
illuminating the proclamation of the word.  You are encouraged to sing with energy, enthusiasm, 
and emotion.  Let us join our voices and become one as we sing out with joy and worship our 
Lord together! 
 
Today’s Worship Theme 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that 
expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The 
ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand 
before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas 
celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 

 

http://www.graceboone.org/
http://www.graceboone.org/
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 GATHER  
WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE – “Chorale Prelude on ‘Sleepers Awake’ “by J. S. Bach 
Please hold a time of quiet prayer and reflection.   
 
Please stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts 
through faith. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand. 
GATHERING HYMN – “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 244 ELW  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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WORD 
Please be seated. 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
HYMN - “We Are Waiting for Jesus” –905 ACS (verse 1) 

 
PRAYER 
Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation 
for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be 
ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts 
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s 
future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation 
for Israel. 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude 
for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the 
people of this growing church. 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 
Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in 
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all his saints. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 21:25-36 

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great 
day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given 
strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
  
 34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will 
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son 
of Man.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
SERMON 
 
Please stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY - “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 257 ELW (vs. 1-4) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please kneel as you are able. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Each portion of the prayer ends with these words: 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
Please stand.   
 
PEACE 
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace without leaving your seating area. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

MEAL 
Please be seated. 
OFFERING – “A Processional of Hope” arr. by Joseph M. Martin 
Please use the following link to give your offering through the Grace website: 
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate 
 
 

https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate
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Please stand.  
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming 
of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy……..join their unending hymn of praise. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG  

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 SENDING  

 
BLESSING  
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

SENDING HYMN – “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” 949 ACS  

 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Communion will be served outside as worshippers exit. Please follow the directions of the ushers. 
 
POSTLUDE – “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” arr. by Jeffrey Blersch  



15 
 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Liturgies Annual License # SAS004144 Setting 4 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 
obtained from One License with License # 727683-A  

Worship Assistants:  
Pastor Steve Troisi – Preaching 
Vicar Randy Rothschild – Presiding 
Beth Reavis– Assisting Minister 
JoAnn Wright – Lector 
Kristie & Scott Evans– Ushers 
Susan Frank and Reba Matthewson – Musical Accompaniment 
 
Altar Greenery is given to the glory of God by Gail & Alan Hauser and in honor of the church 
leadership and staff. 
 
Sanctuary Lamp is burning to the glory of God.  
 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor Steve Troisi, Senior Pastor – gracelutheranpastor@gmail.com 

Deacon Stacey Troisi, Campus Ministry Coordinator &  
Director of Faith Formation – gracelsacampusmin@gmail.com  

Vicar Randy Rothschild, Seminary Intern – gracevicar@gmail.com 
Jennifer Stamey, Facilities Manager – jenniferstamey14@gmail.com 

Kathy Griewisch, Finance Secretary – graceboonefinancial@gmail.com 
Libby Brown, Director of Music Ministry – libbster9988@gmail.com 
Vera Barnett, Administrative Secretary - graceboone@gmail.com 

Lauren Johnson, Associate Director of Music - graceboone@gmail.com 
Susan Frank, Organist - graceboone@gmail.com 

Steve Frank, Audio Visual Ministry Facilitator – graceboone@gmail.com 
 

Donate to Grace 
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate 

Church office – 828-264-2206  
 

December 5th Readings 
Malachi 3:1-4 

Psalm - Luke 1:68-79 
Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 
 

BUDGET REPORT 
Income and spending report through October 2021 

October Giving October Budgeted 
Giving 

Year to Date  
Giving  

Year to Date 
Budgeted Giving 

26,258.00 26,666.67 49,105.22 53,333.34 

mailto:gracelutheranpastor@gmail.com
mailto:gracelsacampusmin@gmail.com
mailto:graceboonefinancial@gmail.com
mailto:graceboone@gmail.com
mailto:graceboone@gmail.com
mailto:graceboone@gmail.com
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-12-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-12-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-12-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-12-5/0
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