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Welcome to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Grace!  In this uncertain and challenging time, we are so very happy that we are 
finding a way to continue to worship.  Whether you are following along with the YouTube or 
Facebook videos live or participating later, or leading your own worship using this bulletin as a 
guide, my prayer is that you are discovering a deeper connection with God, are feeling connected 
to the Body of Christ, and are inspired to share God’s love so that everyone is served and 
supported.   
 
Some might be wondering, how is this type of worship supposed to work?  These are new and 
uncharted waters for all of us so here are a couple of ideas about how to follow along and 
participate in worship: 

1. Set up a worship space in your home.  It doesn’t have to be fancy, though certainly can 
be!  Find a candle that you can light while worshiping.  Put out a nice table cloth.  Get a 
bowl with water so that you can remember your baptism. Come up with other ideas too! 

2. Download and print this bulletin so that you can follow along at home.  Don’t have a 
working printer?  Open two internet windows side-by-side on a computer or tablet.   

3. Watch the YouTube or Facebook video together with others in your household. Do I need 
a YouTube or Facebook account?  While it is helpful, accounts are not necessary for 
accessing the worship services on either platform.   
https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchBoone/  
https://www.youtube.com/gracelutheranbooneNC 
 

Over time, we are going to work on enhancing the video, audio and other parts of the online 
worship experience.  
 
What happened to Communion?  You will notice that we do not have Communion in our online 
worship services. This is based on our Lutheran theological understanding of the sacrament, 
specifically, the need to have a live gathering of God's people.  We are now providing digital 
Communion worship services via Zoom once a month until we are able to gather in person 
together.  The next Communion Worship will be October 21st at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Dear Grace Family, 
My prayers are with each and every one of you as we walk together during this time.  I hope that 
you are taking care of yourselves and each other by remaining in your homes and practicing 
“social distancing.”  Despite our distance, I feel your love and support as we navigate this road 
together.  This is one of the things that makes Grace such a special place!  Through it all, I believe 
that God is with us and that God’s spirit of love weaves us together in a community that connects 
us even when we are apart.  This is the promise we cling to and this is the promise that makes it 
possible to continue to find hope even in the most challenging of situations.   My prayer is that 
our worship today might provide an opportunity for us to hear God’s message of unconditional 
love and challenge us to answer the call to share God’s love each and every day! 
- Pastor Steve 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchBoone/
https://www.youtube.com/gracelutheranbooneNC


3 
 

 GATHER  

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MOMENTS OF GRACE – Martha Kreszock 

PRELUDE – “St. Helena, Unexpected and Mysterious” arr. by David Laskey 

Please hold a time of quiet prayer and reflection.   
 
Please stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble,  
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN - “Blessing and Honor” 854 ELW 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to 
embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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WORD 
 
Please be seated. 
READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. 
Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a 
plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not 
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about 
a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 
do it. 
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and 
said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take 
my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you 
to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth 
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn 
came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When 
the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so 
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did 
not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And 
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred 
and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God 
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily 
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will 
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; 
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 
but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to 
one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY - “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 678 ELW 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
With the whole church, let us confess our 
faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



8 
 

Please kneel as you are able. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Each portion of the prayer ends with these words: 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

THANKSGIVING 
Please be seated. 
OFFERING – “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” arr. by Jack Shrader 
 
Please use the following link to give your offering through the Grace website: 
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate 
 
Please stand.  
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate
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 SENDING  
 
BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN – “On Our Way Rejoicing” 537 ELW  
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share God’s love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE – “Voices Raised to You We Offer” arr. by Jeffery Blersch 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Liturgies Annual License # SAS004144 Season after Pentecost/Autumn Permission to podcast/stream the 
music in this service obtained from One License with License # 727683-A  

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor Steve Troisi, Senior Pastor – gracelutheranpastor@gmail.com 
Pastor John Bollinger, Visitation Pastor – graceboone@gmail.com 

Deacon Stacey Troisi, Campus Ministry Coordinator – gracelsacampusmin@gmail.com  
Jennifer Stamey, Facilities Manager – jenniferstamey14@gmail.com 

Kathy Griewisch, Finance Secretary – graceboonefinancial@gmail.com 
Libby Brown, Director of Music Ministry – libbster9988@gmail.com 
Vera Barnett, Administrative Secretary - graceboone@gmail.com 

Lauren Johnson, Children’s Choir Coordinator - graceboone@gmail.com 
Susan Frank, Organist - graceboone@gmail.com 

 
BUDGET REPORT 

Income and spending report through August 31, 2020 
August 
Giving 

August Budgeted 
Giving 

Year to Date  
Giving  

Year to Date 
Budgeted Giving 

23,180.62 25,000.00 299,684.95 300,000.00 
 

Donate to Grace 
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate 

 
Church office – 828-264-2206  

 
Readings for September 27th   

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
The fairness of God’s way 

Psalm 25:1-9 
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6) 

Philippians 2:1-13 
Christ humbled to the point of death on a cross 

Matthew 21:23-32 
A parable of doing God’s will 

mailto:gracelutheranpastor@gmail.com
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