
 

 

Dear Grace Family, 
 
 
Your Council met on Monday evening to discuss several items, including next steps with our COVID response.  Over the 
past month, it seems that the coronavirus has moved in closer to home.  We have had more and more families in our 
congregation who have been touched by COVID either in their family or among close friends.  And out story as a 
congregation, mirrors what we are seeing on a broader scale here in Watauga County, but also in North Carolina and 
throughout the United States. 
 
Last week, Governor Cooper updated the States Phase Three guidance, lowering the limit of indoor gatherings to 10.  Our 
NC Synod Re-Gathering Task Force, recommends that congregations follow this guidance and limit indoor gatherings in 
our congregations.   
 
With all this in mind, the Council has decided to extend our suspension of in-person, indoor worship into January.  
This was a particularly heart wrenching decision because we know that this means that we will not be able to have our 
traditional Advent, Cantata and Christmas activities in the way we’ve done them before, and that we know how important 
these traditions are to all of us at Grace. 
 
Because of how important this Christmas is to us as Christians, the Council wants to find a safe way for us to gather in 
order to celebrate the Incarnation.  We are working on developing a plan to host a short outdoor worship service on 
Christmas Eve.  The idea is that we would gather in the main church parking lot, stand by our cars, socially distanced and 
with masks, for a 20-minute Christmas Eve service.  This would include a couple of our favorite carols, the reading of the 
Christmas Gospel, a brief homily, and then candle-lighting.   
 
We would like to getting a sense as to how many folks might be interested in participating and how many of these 
services we should offer.  Anyone who might be interested in coming to an outdoor Christmas Eve worship service, to 
complete the pre-registration form below.  On the form we will ask how many cars along with the number of people.  We 
want to ensure that we will have enough space for everyone who would like to participate.   
 
I should note that no matter what, we will be providing a full, online Christmas Eve worship service on our YouTube 
Channel and Facebook Page.  This service will be posted at 4pm on Christmas Eve and will include all of the traditional 
Christmas Eve worship parts, including candle-lighting and the singing of Silent Night.  It might be a good time to remind 
everyone that we have committed to continuing to provide online worship through July 2021, and that this will include all 
of our special services as well as our regular Sunday worship.   
 
I would also like everyone to mark your calendars for Sunday, December 20th at 7pm where we will be hosting a Live 
Premier of our annual Cantata.  This event will be available on both our YouTube Channel and Facebook Page live at 7pm.  
We are hoping everyone will plan to attend this great event.  Our choir has already begun working on pulling together 
what will be a very unique Cantata this year.  Also, if you can’t watch live, know that the video will be made immediately 
available on both platforms.   
 
One final note about other in-person gatherings.  Only a couple of our small group activities have resumed in-person 
gathering at the church so far.  We had previously set that limit at 25 people.  In light of the Governor and NC Synod Task 
Force recommendations, we will lower that limit to 10 people.   
 
I know this is not what any of us would have hoped for.  But, no matter how we gather on Christmas, God, in Jesus, is still 
incarnate, is still coming alive within and around us, and this promise reminds us that God is always with us no matter 
what.   
 
As always, please let me or any of our Council members know if you have any concerns or questions.  Please know that 
you all are in our prayers as we continue through this challenging time.   
 
In Grace, 
Pastor Steve  
 
 
 


