
FEBRUARY 2021 COVID UPDATE FROM COUNCIL 

The Council met this week for our regular meeting. The main topic of conversation was 
COVID-19 and church operations. It seems like there might be a little light at the end of 
the tunnel. The enormous spike in cases as a result of holiday gatherings is beginning 
to subside. Vaccines are currently being distributed to the most vulnerable populations. 
Governor Cooper announced plans to open vaccinations to Group 3 – which includes 
teachers and then other essential workers – on February 24th. Governor Cooper 
recently reclassified clergy as essential workers. Of course, two doses of the vaccine 
are required and it takes about two weeks after the second dose for some immunity to 
develop.  
  
However, given the slow rate of vaccination and concerns about virus variants, the 
council decided to continue to suspend in-person worship until after Easter. Council will 
revisit the issue during their March meeting. 
  
What about Easter? The Council asked the worship staff to develop a masked and 
socially distanced outdoor worship option, similar to Christmas Eve, to celebrate the 
resurrection on Easter morning. There will be more information forthcoming, but for now, 
we ask for prayers for better weather Easter morning than we had on Christmas Eve. 

 In the coming weeks, we will develop a short survey to get feedback about your level of 
comfort in returning to worship. We last did a survey back in October, 2020 and the 
Council is curious if opinions have changed over the past 4-5 months. Please plan to 
share your feedback.  
  
The Council raised the limit for other non-worship gatherings from 10 to 15. This change 
should allow for a few more groups to meet, if they choose. Everyone who enters the 
building for any reason will be asked to wear a mask and practice physical distancing. 
  
Finally, the Council asked me to reiterate that we will continue to offer an online worship 
option at least through July regardless of when we resume in-person worship 
gatherings. We will include questions about online worship in the upcoming survey. 
  
I know that this has been a difficult year. However, as we begin our observance of Lent 
and start to look toward the light of Easter, I find myself more and more encouraged. I 
am so very thankful for the grace you all have shown us and each other during this 
unprecedented time. Thank you for your encouragement and partnership in ministry and 
as we continue to answer our calling to share God’s love so that all are served and 
supported.  
  
Please feel free to reach out to me with questions or comments and keep an eye out for 
the survey. 

 In Grace, 
Pastor Steve 


