
 

March 13, 2020 

 

Dear Grace Family, 

 

I am sure you are all aware of the recent Coronavirus outbreak that has been spreading 

throughout the world. I am sure many are wondering how best to respond and about to 

how stay safe and healthy.  I would like to start by saying that the best way to stay 

informed is through the CDC website (www.CDC.gov).   

 

I am certainly not a public health expert.  From what I can understand, we as a society 

are taking important steps now so that we can curb the spread of this virus and save as 

many lives as possible.  I also understand that this virus is particularly dangerous for 

those who are 60+ and those we have other complicating medical issues.  

 

App State has already taken a strong step by extending their Spring Break an additional 

week and moving classes to online formats for the foreseeable future.  Watauga County 

Schools have adjusted their activities to limit the travel of students outside of the school 

for field trips and similar types of events.  The Town of Boone has cancel the St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade along with all other activities that might bring together groups of 

100 people or more. 

 

It is with that in mind, that I am announcing on behalf of our Congregational Council, 

that all church activities will be suspended until Saturday, March 28th.  This 

decision was not easily made, but the feeling of the Council is that we need to be 

proactive now, in order to protect the most vulnerable in our community later.   

 

To clarify, this means that we will not be having our regular Sunday worship services on 

March 15th and March 22nd.  This also means that we will not be having our Mid-Week 

Lenten services on March 18th and 25th.  Further, we are asking all of the other groups, 

teams and outside community members to postpone meetings happening over the next 

two weeks.   

 

What can we do the meantime?   

(1)  I would like to encourage everyone to pray.  Pray for those who are sick and 

hurting.  Pray for those who are grieving.  Pray for those putting themselves in harms 

way to care for the sick.  Pray for all those working to solve this pandemic issue as 

quickly as possible.   

 

http://www.cdc.gov/


(2)  Vicar Christopher and I will be posting some videos with our sermons and prayers 

over the next two weeks.  We will be sending these out via email with accompanying 

links.  We will also continue to be creating our Sunday and Wednesday bulletins and 

sending those out via email as well.  We hope that you will consider using the digital 

booklets to worship together in your own home.  Also, don’t forget about our daily 

Lenten devotional booklets (link….). 

 

(3)  On Sunday morning, there are several Lutheran congregations who have the 

capacity to live-steam their worship services.  I would like to recommend digitally joining 

Christ Lutheran Church in Charlotte, NC (https://www.christelca.org/worship-online-2).  

They have 3 locations, each with their own unique style.  Matt Simpkins, one of our 

former Vicars, serves as the Pastor at the South location.   

 

(4)  Take care of yourselves and check in via phone, email, or text with your family, 

friends and vulnerable neighbors.  And, don’t forget to wash your hands, as they always 

say at Lutheridge Camp each Summer, for “2 whole Happy Birthdays.” 

 

(5)  If you are diagnosed with the Coronavius, please contact Pastor Steve, so that the 

congregation can help coordinate with community health workers.  

 

Finally, I just want to acknowledge that this is a scary and unsettling time.  We have not 

faced something like this is many years in the United States.  However, I believe that 

together, by taking the proper precautions now, we can save many lives in the future.  I 

also believe that we have a God who will continue to be with us through it all.  And, I 

believe that we have the Holy Spirit which binds and keeps us together as one even 

when we are separated.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call or email. 

 

In Grace, 

Pastor Steve 

 

Letter from Bishop Eaton 

https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8025 

Letter from Bishop Smith 

https://nclutheran.org/special-news-from-the-bishop/#more-5417 
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