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Welcome to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Grace!  In this uncertain and challenging time, we are so very happy that we are 
finding a way to continue to worship.  Whether you are following along with the YouTube or 
Facebook videos live or participating later, or leading your own worship using this bulletin as a 
guide, my prayer is that you are discovering a deeper connection with God, are feeling connected 
to the Body of Christ, and are inspired to share God’s love so that everyone is served and 
supported.   
 
Some might be wondering, how is this type of worship supposed to work?  These are new and 
uncharted waters for all of us so here are a couple of ideas about how to follow along and 
participate in worship: 

1. Set up a worship space in your home.  It doesn’t have to be fancy, though certainly can 
be!  Find a candle that you can light while worshiping.  Put out a nice table cloth.  Get a 
bowl with water so that you can remember your baptism. Come up with other ideas too! 

2. Download and print this bulletin so that you can follow along at home.  Don’t have a 
working printer?  Open two internet windows side-by-side on a computer or tablet.   

3. Watch the YouTube or Facebook video together with others in your household. Do I need 
a YouTube or Facebook account?  While it is helpful, accounts are not necessary for 
accessing the worship services on either platform.   
https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchBoone/  
https://www.youtube.com/gracelutheranbooneNC 
 

Over time, we are going to work on enhancing the video, audio and other parts of the online 
worship experience.  
 
What happened to Communion?  You will notice that we do not have Communion in our online 
worship services. This is based on our Lutheran theological understanding of the sacrament, 
specifically, the need to have a live gathering of God's people.  We are now providing digital 
Communion worship services via Zoom once a month until we are able to gather in person 
together.  The next Communion Worship will be July 22nd at 7pm.   

 
Dear Grace Family, 
My prayers are with each and every one of you as we walk together during this time.  I hope that 
you are taking care of yourselves and each other by remaining in your homes and practicing 
“social distancing.”  Despite our distance, I feel your love and support as we navigate this road 
together.  This is one of the things that makes Grace such a special place!  Through it all, I believe 
that God is with us and that God’s spirit of love weaves us together in a community that connects 
us even when we are apart.  This is the promise we cling to and this is the promise that makes it 
possible to continue to find hope even in the most challenging of situations.   My prayer is that 
our worship today might provide an opportunity for us to hear God’s message of unconditional 
love and challenge us to answer the call to share God’s love each and every day! 
- Pastor Steve 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchBoone/
https://www.youtube.com/gracelutheranbooneNC
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 GATHER  

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE “Afton Water” arr. by Aaron David Miller 

Please hold a time of quiet prayer and reflection.   
 
Please stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  
Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN - “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 533 ELW  

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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WORD 
Please be seated. 
 
READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to 
the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their 
hands. 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 
the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 
explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And 
as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had 
no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 
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anyone with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 
but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as 
for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY - “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 512 ELW  

 
 
 

 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
With the whole church, let us confess our 
faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 
Please kneel as you are able. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Each portion of the prayer ends with these words: 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

THANKSGIVING 
Please be seated. 
OFFERING – “Hymn of Promise” arr. by Natalie Sleeth 
 
Please use the following link to give your offering through the Grace website: 
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate 
 
Please stand.  
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 SENDING  
BLESSING  
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue to the next page. 
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SENDING HYMN – “On What Has Now Been Sown” 550 ELW  

 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE “Let All Things Now Living” arr. by Lloyd Larson 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Liturgies Annual License # SAS004144 Season after Pentecost Permission to podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License with License # 727683-A – CALL TO WORSHIP shared from https://revgalblogpals.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://revgalblogpals.org/
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor Steve Troisi, Senior Pastor – gracelutheranpastor@gmail.com 
Pastor John Bollinger, Visitation Pastor – graceboone@gmail.com 

Deacon Stacey Troisi, Campus Ministry Coordinator – gracelsacampusmin@gmail.com  
Jennifer Stamey, Facilities Manager – jenniferstamey14@gmail.com 

Kathy Griewisch, Finance Secretary – graceboonefinancial@gmail.com 
Libby Brown, Director of Music Ministry – libbster9988@gmail.com 

Vera Barnett, Administrative Secretary, graceboone@gmail.com 
Lauren Johnson, Children’s Choir Coordinator , graceboone@gmail.com 

Susan Frank, Organist -graceboone@gmail.com 
 

BUDGET REPORT 
Income and spending report through June 30, 2020 

June 
Giving 

June Budgeted 
Giving 

Year to Date  
Giving  

Year to Date 
Budgeted Giving 

28,620.00 25,000 257,129.33 250,000.00 
 

Donate to Grace 
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate 

 
Church office – 828-264-2206  

After-Hours Pastoral Emergency Number 828-262-0218 
 

Readings for July 19th                
Isaiah 44:6-8 

Psalm 86:11-17 
Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
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