
 

 

SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO COVID SAFETY PROTOCOLS AT GRACE 
 
Overall Policies: 
- Masks are highly encouraged in worship for those who are vaccinated and masks are required for those who are 
not vaccinated. 
- Masks are highly encouraged for all indoor activities for those who are vaccinated and masks are required for 
those who are not vaccinated. 
- Everyone is encouraged to wear masks for outdoor activities. 
 
Sunday morning gatherings: 
- Everyone will be asked to sign-in when they arrive at church. 
- The church building will be opened 15 minutes prior to church activities to allow for an orderly check-in process.   
- Everyone will enter through the side Narthex door.   
- Offering plates will not be passed during the offering time. The offering plate will be in the Narthex to be used 
either while entering or exiting the sanctuary.  
- We will adjust seating availability based on worship attendance.  Worshippers are encouraged to sit in every 
other pew. 
- We will not yet resume coffee hour. Please note that Pastor Steve continues to lead a Sunday School class online 
at 8:30am on Sunday mornings and that participants in this class have been able to attend both Sunday school 
and in-person worship.   
- Adult Sunday School will be offered in a hy-flex format (in-person and online).   
- Children’s Sunday School may be led outside when possible with masks highly encouraged.  All children under 
12 and their Adult leaders will be required to wear masks when inside. 
- Nursery may be used by families for changing diapers and as a calming space.  The Nursery will not be staffed.  
The Parlor will also be reserved for use by families on Sunday mornings.  Masks are required for everyone over the 
age of 2. 
- Communion:  We will continue to serve Communion at the head of the aisle on one side of the sanctuary at a 
time. Those participating in communion will come forward, one family at a time. 
- Lay Worship Leaders:  Lay Readers and Assisting Ministers will help lead the worship service with Pastor Steve 
and be asked to wear masks regardless of vaccination status.  Worship leaders may remove masks for readings 
and prayers.   
 
Online Worship: 
- High quality online worship will continue to go live each Sunday by 8:30am. 
 
Other In-Person Activities at Church: 
- We will continue to require accurate registration for all events, with the exception of AA and NA. 
- The Fellowship Hall will continue to be the primary meeting space.  The Chapel, Parlor, and Lower Fellowship 
Hall are also available for smaller group gatherings.  Each space will need a cleaning block of time between 
meetings.   
- Food and drinks may be served at in-person gatherings, with the exception of any indoor events including 
children under the age of 12. 
- The choir can practice in-person, without social distancing requirements, in the Choir loft. 
 
Church Office: 
- The church office will continue to be open on a limited schedule, as staff members balance in-person and 
remote work.  Staff members will continue to be able to be reached through their church extensions when 
working remotely, and staff members continue to be responsive on email.  Staff members will keep masks with 
them at all times and mirror the mask status of the people they interact with inside church facilities.  Staff 
members will wear masks when interacting with children under 12.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

July 23, 2021 
Grace and peace in the name of Jesus, 
 
This week the Council met for our regular monthly meeting and discussed the next steps in our gradual re-
opening process.  As part of that meeting we reviewed the feedback from our recent congregational survey.  
Thank you to everyone who shared your thoughts and ideas with Council!   
 
While we continue to be concerned about the recent uptick in COVID cases as a result of the new delta variant, we 
are also encouraged that it seems that the available vaccines are providing a very high level of protection.  Equally 
positive were the results of the final question on our survey, where an astounding 95% of those who responded 
shared that they are fully vaccinated!  This is really great news, as again, it seems that vaccination is the best way 
to protect yourself and your neighbors, and also slow the spread of COVID in our mountain communities. 
 
Therefore, the Council voted to take a few more steps forward in our gradual reopening process.  The biggest 
step is related to our current mask requirements.  Our new masking policy is as follows:  Masks are highly 
encouraged for all indoor activities (including worship) for those who are vaccinated and masks are required for 
those who are not vaccinated.  This step is taken with some degree of trepidation as we want to ensure that 
worship is safe and accessible to all.  It is important for folks to have a high degree of confidence that if they see 
someone without a mask at church that this person is fully vaccinated.   
 
We have also made several other changes in our protocols that should be noted.  We will soon begin offering 
more hy-flex (simultaneous in-person and online) classes and studies, including Sunday morning Adult Faith 
Formation.  The Council has also opened the door for the Youth and Family Ministry Team to discuss how and 
when we might safely resume children and youth Sunday School and other activities.  Finally, we will be reopening 
the Nursery to families on Sunday mornings.  While we will not yet be staffing the Nursery, the space will be 
available to families for diaper changes, feedings, and also a calming space for young children.  A full listing of all 
the protocols are available below.   
 
The Council is committed to continuing to watch COVID numbers nationally and locally, and will plan to continue 
to discuss next steps in our gradual re-opening process each month.  Thank you for your patience and support 
over the past 16 months.   
 
In Grace, 
 
Pastor Steve and the Grace Council 
 
 


