
4/24/2020 
 
Dear Grace Family, 
 
I was so pleased to worship with so many of you on Wednesday evening for our Live Communion worship 
service.  We estimate that almost 80 people participated!  Thank you for your support and for the work 
you all did to prepare a worship space in your homes.  It was a very moving experience for me and the 
other worship leaders to see you all participating in the service from your homes.  God was truly present! 
 
On Monday evening, your Council met via Zoom for our regular meeting.  The primary conversation for 
that night was around extending the suspension of our congregational activities past May 1st.  After a 
very good discussion, we made the difficult but necessary decision to extend our suspension of 
activities through May 30th.  The health and safety our members and guests are our top priorities right 
now.  Part of what the Council will be doing over the next few weeks, is developing a plan for how we can 
adjust our practices and cleaning patterns to create as safe a place as possible for us all to gather when 
that time comes. 
 
On Wednesday, Governor Cooper laid out a 3 Phase plan for gradually lifting the “social distancing” 
measures in North Carolina (Plan Link).  Bishop Tim wrote that based on his understanding of these 
phases that the earliest congregations should even consider meeting in person would be late May.  He 
also said that the Synod Council will be meeting again on May 2nd to provide more guidance to 
congregations on this matter.  
 
I realize that this is very difficult news for all of us.  I know that we all would like to gather together for 
worship, but for the time being, we will have to continue to worship together through our digital worship 
services.  I have been very pleased with how we have been able to develop these services and am excited 
to be able to celebrate LSA Sunday with you all this Sunday morning.   
 
In light of the extended suspension of activities, I would like to extend an invitation for everyone to 
participate in another Communion worship service on Wednesday, May 20th.  
 
Finally, my prayers are with you all during this time.  Your support and generosity have been inspiring! I 
speak on behalf of our whole staff that we are thankful to have the opportunity to serve Grace!   
 
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email or call.   
 
In Grace, 
Pastor Steve 
 

https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/NC-3-PHASE-PLAN.pdf

