
March 19, 2021 
Dear Grace Family, 
  
Last week, the Council decided to expand our gradual reopening process by offering a limited in-person 
worship option beginning Sunday, April 18th. However, this continued re-opening process will be 
dictated by continued positive trends in our community related to infection and vaccination rates. 
It is important to note several things about how in-person worship will operate: 
 
(1) Limited Seating:  There will be one in-person worship service per Sunday at 10 a.m. with limited 
seating. The staff has created physically distanced seating areas that will accommodate 22 “family units” 
in the Sanctuary. Per the Synod’s recommendation, the number of people in the building, including 
ushers and worship leaders, will be limited to 30% of our capacity (75 people). 
 
(2) Pre-Registration: All attendees must preregister for worship by the Thursday prior to the Sunday 
they plan to attend. Each family unit will register for worship; a family unit is one individual up to 4 
immediate family members. Families of more than 4 people must register as two units. You will receive a 
registration confirmation e-mail from the office on Friday afternoon. Upon arrival to worship on Sunday, 
each family must check-in at the Registration Tent outside.  
 
(3) Masks are Required on Church Property: Masks are required at all times for everyone who is on the 
church property, both indoors and outdoors. While there are a few medical reasons for being unable to 
wear a mask, at this point in time we are not prepared to offer this option. We encourage those who 
cannot wear masks to continue to worship online for a little while longer. If someone forgets their mask, 
the church has paper masks available.  
 
(4) Maintaining Physical Distancing of 6 feet: Although many members are vaccinated, we ask that 
everyone maintain 6 feet of physical distance both inside and outside the building. In order to provide 
this space, we will usher each person/family to their seating area prior to worship and usher them out of 
the building following worship. This will avoid filling up the small Narthex area with many people at the 
same time.  
 
(5) Sanctuary Only: For now, only the Sanctuary will be open on Sunday mornings. This will limit the use 
of the other spaces and will avoid tight hallways being filled with people. Thus, we will open the 
Sanctuary 15 minutes prior to worship and close the building directly after the worship service. All 
worshippers will enter the building through the Narthex. Please reserve the church’s restrooms for 
emergency use. If someone needs to use the restroom, they should alert an usher so that the restrooms 
can be cleaned between uses.  
 
(6) Modified Worship: Initially all the worship music will be instrumental. We will not serve communion 
for now. All hymnals and other items in the pews have been removed. Worship bulletins will be placed in 
the seating areas ahead of time. An offering plate will be set up in the Narthex rather than passing the 
offering plates during the service.  
 
(7) Online Worship: We will continue to provide high quality online worship each Sunday. Responses to 
the survey made it clear how meaningful the online worship services have been during this time and how 
important it is to continue to offer this type of worship in the future.  
 
(8) Indoor Small Group Gathering Limit Set at 15 Adults: There will continue to be a limit of 15 adults 
for small group indoor gatherings at the church. Masks and physical distancing are required for small 
group gatherings. No food or drinks are to be served. Per the Synod’s recommendations, we are not yet 
offering indoor activities for children and youth.  
 



(9) Outdoor Gathering Limit Set at 50 People: As the weather is getting nicer, more groups may want 
to do outdoor activities at the church. The Council raised this limit to 50 people, which can include 
children and youth. Masks and physical distancing are required for all outdoor events. 
 
While I know that this list can seem a little overwhelming, I believe that these practices and safety 
protocols are things that we have grown accustomed to over the past year. I think it is also important to 
say that we are beginning our gatherings in the most limited of ways. Our hope is that as we get more 
comfortable gathering - and as infection rates decline - that we will be able to start adding back other 
components of our worship and other ministry gatherings.  
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank the congregation for the wonderful support and prayers we 
have received over the past year. And, I give thanks for the faithful leaders on our Council who have 
carried the weight of this challenging year with creativity and trust in the Spirit’s leading.  
 
In Grace, 
Pastor Steve 


