
Nominating Committee Report 
Roger Bodo, Jan Burgess, Shannon Shanely, Lynne Mauney, Greg Perreault, Kelly Rucker 

The Nominating Committee has nominated the following people for election to the Congregation 
Council ; Kurt Fengler, Alan Hauser, Janice Koppenhaver, Beath Reavis, Charlie Wallin and Morgan 
Wright. 

The Nominating Committee of 2018/19 has also submitted the following people as their successors: 
Susan McKay, Jeff Voss, 
 

Jeffcoat-Proctor Board 
Steve Seagle, President 2020; Bradley Dowdy, Vice-President 2022; Pam Nenow, Treasurer 2021; 
Shelley Wainscott-Wallin 2021, Member and Pastor Steve Troisi, Member. 
 
 

Troutman Board 
John Smyre, President 2020; Jeff Voss, Treasurer; Pastor Steve Troisi;   
Robin King, Member 2021; Gail Lund, Member 2022 
 
The following name has been submitted by the Finance Ministry to Council for the 2019-2020 
Troutman Board: 
 
Jeff Ramsdell 

 
Trexler Board 
The following names have been submitted by the Columbarium Committee to Council for the 2019-
2020 Trexler Board: 
 
Gail Hauser 2020 
A native of Watauga County, and a retiree from Appalachian State University, where I served as the 
Associate Director of Summer School.  In my 30 years at Grace, I have served, or am serving on, the 
Fellowship Committee, the Worship and Music Committee, and Altar Guild.  I am the Flower 
Coordinator, Greeter,  and  help with funeral meals, and the blood drive.  As you can see Grace is an 
important part of my life, and it will be an honor to serve on the Trexler Board. 
 
Laura Just 2022  
My husband, Don, and I have been members of Grace Lutheran since 2009. From 2009-2016 we 
worshipped at Grace only occasionally due to Don’s assignment as pastor of St. Mark’s-Lenoir. Since 2014, 
I have served as Grace’s Meal Ministry coordinator for Hospitality House.  I have also taught Sunday 
School, been a Minister of Grace, and am a member of a Via de Cristo reunion group.  I enjoy reading, 
nature study, and gardening. 
 
Nancy Sigmon 2021  
I have been a Grace Member since 2003, when my husband Stuart and I retired from Matthews, NC to 
Blowing Rock. I am an RN and worked for two years with Dr. Marchese in Boone after retirement. At 
Grace my husband and I were active members of the Property Team and Grace Builders. We took care 
of electrical concerns at Grace and in the community until Stuart’s sudden death in November 2018. 
Previous to Grace, I was an active member of Morning Star Lutheran Church in Matthews, NC; serving 
on the Church Council and I was the secretary of the Council there for over 25 years. The Trexler 
Foundation is an important ministry for our church and I hope to see the All Saint’s Prayer Garden well 
maintained and updated to ser the needs of Grace Members for years to come. 
 



Gail Lund 2022 
I have been a lifelong Lutheran since the day I was born in Chicago,Illinois.  I graduated from Eastern 
Illinois University the same year I met Frank and married him.  I taught elementary school till I retired 
in 2002.  We joined Grace in 1993.  I have served at various times on Altar Guild, Lizzie-Estelle Circle, 
Greeter, Usher, Music Committee , Fellowship Committee, Funeral Committee, Intern committee, 
Columbarium Committee  and Church Council .  I have two sons and three grandchildren plus my dear 
“doxie” Gracie.                   
 

2019-2020 Council Nominee Bios 
The following biographies have been submitted by the 2019 nominees for Council. This year each 
voting member will vote for 3 regular Council seats to serve for 3 years along with a 4th Council seat 
that will only serve for 1 year to complete a resigned seat.  

Kurt Fengler 
I am Kurt W. Fengler and I would like your approval and vote to serve on our church council. The 
following is a short life history: I was born in Berlin, Germany in 1927 and spent the first 24 years of my 
life in Germany. During that time I finished high school, served one year in the Air Force, became a 
brick mason, went to Stuttgart-Tech to become an architect and finished my time in Germany as a 
Project Architect. After arriving in California in 1951, I worked as a Fire-Brick Mason and Architectural 
Draftsman until July 1953, when I entered the U.S. Army. Upon returning to civilian life in 1956, it was 
my pleasure to work for 40 years as a Designer-Contractor, designing and building custom homes, 
offices and industrial buildings in California. In 1986, while visiting Boone, I met and married Betty Jo 
Turner, and we moved to Boone in 2000 and joined Grace Lutheran Church that year. In 2004 we built 
our home and moved in. Sadly, in 2010, Betty Jo passed away. During the 19 years of my membership 
at Grace Lutheran I have served on the Property Team as well as Grace Builders. Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
Alan Hauser 
Alan Hauser has recently retired from the Department of Philosophy and Religion at Appalachian, having 
taught biblical studies there for 46 years.  He continues to teach several adult groups in the community, 
including a series on the Protestant Reformation, which he taught recently on the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.  He currently is repeating that series. A member of Grace for 40 years, Alan served two 
consecutive three-year terms on the Church Council in the early-to-mid 1990s, being Council President 
for two years.  More recently, he served another three-year term on the Council.  He has been a member 
of the Worship and Music Committee for many years, chairing it for approximately the last seven years. 
Alan and his wife Gail have ushered for many years at the 11:00 service.  Alan has occasionally helped in 
worship, as in the service of carols that he has led late in the Advent season each year.  He also 
occasionally preaches at St. Marks in Blowing Rock and Church of the Savior in Newland. Alan and Gail 
have four daughters: Debi, Stacie, Mary, and Jacqueline, and three grandchildren. 
 
Janice Koppenhaver 
My husband, Dave, our 3 sons, Dan, Will and Allen, and I moved to Boone in 2004 when Dave took a 
position at ASU. Our first Sunday at Grace, we saw Pastor Tim with whom I went to high school in 
Salisbury, NC, and Pastor Becca, who had been a student of my father-in-law at Wittenberg University. 
Small world!  We joined Grace early in 2006 and the sign on Stophel Strausse Dr. which reads “You're now 
entering the mission field" drew us to Grace as well as the wonderful members. Many people have helped 
my family over the years, so we're compelled to pay it forward.  I've served Grace and our community in 
many ways: I'm currently on Council and serve as secretary, serve on Youth and Family Team, coordinate 
the volunteers for the nursery, make part of the meal for Hospitality House almost every month, do coffee 
hours twice a year, volunteer at Grace blood drives and parking lot fundraisers as well as church cleanup 
days and work the wood lot a few times a year.  It is a blessing to be a member of Grace and to share 
God's love with our community. My day job is an academic advisor in ASU's College of Health Sciences.  
 



Beth Reavis 
I am Beth Reavis and have been a member of Grace for nearly 20 years.  My daughter was married here 
and my grandson was baptized here.  I have served on various teams including Council, altar guild and 
most recently, youth and family team.  I am a retired Montessori teacher and have had the joyful delight 
in spending my days with my 3½-year-old grandson.  I earnestly hope that he grows up in the Lutheran 
Church, comes to recognize himself as a child of God and responds to the responsibilities which go along 
with that relationship.  It is because of him and the other children of Grace that I would be humbled to 
serve on the Council.  I believe that Grace is at a pivotal point in her life and I will work to offer more 
opportunities for growth in spiritual formation for all ages.  I feel this could encourage stronger 
intergenerational relationships and will work to provide those opportunities. I see great opportunities 
ahead for us and would be honored to serve on Council and to participate in the discernment and 
guidance processes of our journey.       
 
Charlie Wallin 
Has been a member of Grace since 2007 and is the Director of Catering and Event Planning at App.  He 
has contributed to the Hospitality Meals for the church since joining.  He has served as an usher, lector 
and assisting minister.  He was elected to Council in 2016 and has been the Council President the past 2 
years.  He was on the Pastor Search Committee for Pastor Steve and has served on the Youth and Family 
Committee.  He has worked in the community coordinating leftover food from the University to go to the 
Hunger Coalition and he has been a volunteer for OASIS.  He is currently a Watauga County 
Commissioner.  He serves on the Social Services Board, Appal Cart, and WAMY.  He is a volunteer at 
Parkway School and is active in the PTO.  He is married to Shelley and they have a 10-year-old daughter 
Keller.  He enjoys being able to serve the church in whatever capacity.   
 
Morgan Wright 
We moved to Butler TN about fourteen years ago, and have attended Grace Lutheran Church since that 
time.  We came from The Wausau, Wisconsin area and my work background was there.  I worked for 
seventeen years as a programmer analyst at Wausau Insurance Companies.   After that, I had twenty years 
as an instructor for a computer program at Northcentral Technical College. 
My only extra activity with the church has been helping Harold with some projects for Grace Builders.  I 
have also been involved with several other building projects near our home in TN. 
 
 

 
 


