
Council Meeting Minutes - Special COVID meeting - June 13, 2021 
 
Attending: Janice Koppenhaver, Beth Reavis, Jeff Voss, Mary Ballard, Laura McArthur, Gail 
Lund, Charlie Wallin, Pastor Steve Troisi, Carol Norris, Alan Hauser, Morgan Wright, Luke 
Ramsdell and Sandy Moretz.  
 
Absent: Emory Maiden 
  
Call to Order - Mary called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
  
Devotion - Beth shared a devotion. Said thank you for allowing her to attend Synod and learned 
more about Zoom. The theme was strength for the journey and collaborated Scripture from 
Mark 2 about healing the paralytic who was lowered through the roof to Jesus. Sometimes we 
are the friends and sometimes the paralytic. She shared the beginning welcome of the meeting 
about a call for unity and collaboration.  
  
Ground Rules - Mary reviewed Review Updated Council Ground Rules (5 minutes) - Mary 
reviewed the ground rules. 

● Please raise your hand to indicate that you would like to speak.  

● Please give your name and state your views on the matter under discussion, including 
any questions or concerns you may have.  

● In order to allow others ample opportunity to join in the conversation, please keep 
any subsequent comments by you on this issue/motion succinct and to the point.  

● Please remain quiet when others have the floor so everyone can hear.  

● Please be respectful of those voicing differing opinions.  
  

  
-COVID Updates - Pastor sent out a document with the straw polls and we need to vote on. 
Mary suggested voting on items that are clearer first and progress through the items.  
  
Preregistration - We suggest getting rid of pre-registration, but have people sign in 
when  arriving for the service. Alan asked what the attendance has been at church. Pastor 
Steve said the most we had was 60, plus the choir. Alan said that signing in would be 
reasonable and Gail agreed. Morgan said he thought it was easy to pre-register. Pastor Steve 
and Vera are working on a sign in system. Laura asked if the social distancing is still observed 
and how do we handle groups. Pastor Steve said generally people are sitting two rows apart 
and about 140 would be about the limit. Carol said she didn’t like the distancing at the funeral. 
She asked for consideration without every other row, but allowed people to sit together.  Gail 
said she belongs to the quilt guild and the Senior Center is  now allowing large groups without 
registering, and to have meals together.  
  
Pastor Steve made a motion to remove  the preregistration and keep signing in at the door. Gail 
seconded. 8 yes, 1 no. Motion carried.  
  
Mary asked if we need to remove the limits. Pastor Steve said there haven’t been enough 
people attending to have to address that yet. 
  



  
Limit for small groups and masks - Mary said the issue of increasing the group sizes from 12 
to 25.  Laura made a motion to increase the number of people to 25 for meetings in the 
fellowship hall and the sanctuary. Alan seconded. Motion carried.  
  
Masks for small groups - Charlie made a motion to decrease the mask age from 16 to 12 
years old for groups up to 25 beginning on July 1. Laura seconded. Pastor Steve said children 
12-16 are still getting a second vaccine. 9-0  Motion carried.  
  
Masks during Worship - Mary said the straw vote options were to continue to require masks, 
highly encouraged, required for unvaccinated or optional. Gail said we have to look at statistics 
of 8 current cases compared with the population as well as look at groups at church who are 
vaccinated. We do need to look at concern for children.  Alan mentioned that today all members 
had masks on at the church and if we continue wearing masks for 2-3 more weeks would be 
great. Charlie said that you can’t look at just Watauga County, but also consider flair ups of 
COVID cases on campus and how to account for visitors who are counted in their home 
counties. Mary asked if Charlie had heard of other groups, but he said new data will be updated 
June 15th.. Carol said she would highly encourage masks, but not require them. Gail said she 
thought highly encouraging would get more people to wear masks correctly. Beth noted the 
Delta variant is surging in 29 states and is a danger to unvaccinated and children. Morgan is 
also concerned about the Delta variant as well as members who won’t come back until no 
masks are required. Charlie added that there are people who won’t come back unless there are 
masks. Gail said she has come from the no masks to be highly encouraged. Alan said the 
primary concern should be the health of the congregation.  Laura made a motion to continue 
requiring masks in service. Alan seconded.  Yes 6    No 5  
  
Coffee Hour -  Carol made the motion to continue not to have coffee hour for now.. Laura 
seconded. Mary said that we’d have to monitor coffee hour too closely. Motion carried.  
  
Worship -  Pastor Steve said he’d like to ask about congregational singing.  Luke said that 
without the masks designed for singing, can you properly keep the masks on their faces? Jeff 
noted that people should be able to sing with masks. Mandates aren’t great for everyone. Laura 
asked how expensive are the singing masks. Pastor Steve said if we allow people to stand and 
sing, the service would basically be back to a regular service. Morgan said people will stand and 
sing softly. Alan said most of the people he’s talked to people who are rejoicing to be in the 
services. Pastor Steve made a motion to restore the liturgy and congregational singing while 
wearing masks. Carol seconded. Yes 8, 2 opposed, 1 abstention.  
  
Mary asked if the door is unlocked during services Pastor Steve said the door is just propped 
open. With the window in the doors, ushers can see and let people in.  
  
Mary asked the Council to watch the AAMPARO video prior to the next meeting. Alan asked 
what the congregation will need  to do if they choose to  participate. Mary will send out a 
synopsis.  
  
Carol asked how our meeting tonight will be communicated. Pastor Steve said he will send a 
congregational letter out this week.  
  
Adjournment at 7:13 p.m. 



 

 

 


