
March 25, 2020 
 
 
Dear Grace Family, 
 
You have all been in my prayers as we move through this uncomfortable and 
challenging season.  There is so much right now that is uncertain related to the spread 
of COVID-19, and I find myself concerned about the safety of the more vulnerable in our 
congregation and wider community. 
 
Last weekend, the North Carolina Synod Council met digitally and recommended that 
congregations continue to suspend worship and all activities.   On Monday, Governor 
Cooper ordered the same for our schools. Yesterday, the Watauga Democrat reported 
that we now have our third confirmed case here in the High Country.  It seems that 
living with “social distance” is going to be the norm for a while longer.   
 
On Monday evening, your Council met digitally to discuss the next steps for our 
congregation.  Given the continued spread of COVID-19 and the new, more stringent 
recommendations from the CDC, Federal Government, and State leaders, we have 
made the difficult but necessary decision to extend the suspension of all church 
activities, including worship, through at least May 1st.   
 
As I write this, it is only just now beginning to sink in that we will not be able to gather in 
person through Holy Week and on Easter morning.  This is simply heartbreaking for me 
and, I imagine, many of you as well.   
 
I am reminded of Paul’s powerful words in Romans 8, “The Spirit helps us in our 
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 
with sighs too deep for words.”   
 
Might we be reminded that our deep sighs of weakness, helplessness, frustration, grief, 
loss, fear and uncertainty are the moments when the Spirit draws near, and turns our 
very breath into prayer.  And so, while my heart is heavy, I also believe that whether we 
gather together in-person or in our homes digitally, the Spirit will show up, Jesus will be 
raised, and so will we as well! 
 
Blessings as we point ourselves toward the cross and continue to walk these final days 
in Lent together.  It certainly looks different this year, but, Grace family, we are in this 
together.  We will worship digitally tonight at 7pm for our Lenten Evening Worship 
service.  And, don’t miss our regular worship Sundays at 10am.   
 
 
In Grace, 
 
Pastor Steve 
 


