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Welcome to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Welcome to Grace!  In this uncertain and challenging time, we are so very happy that we are 
finding a way to continue to worship.  Whether you are following along with the YouTube or 
Facebook videos live or participating later, or leading your own worship using this bulletin as a 
guide, my prayer is that you are discovering a deeper connection with God, are feeling connected 
to the Body of Christ, and are inspired to share God’s love so that everyone is served and 
supported.   
 
Some might be wondering, how is this type of worship supposed to work?  These are new and 
uncharted waters for all of us so here are a couple of ideas about how to follow along and 
participate in worship: 

1. Set up a worship space in your home.  It doesn’t have to be fancy, though certainly can 
be!  Find a candle that you can light while worshiping.  Put out a nice table cloth.  Get a 
bowl with water so that you can remember your baptism. Come up with other ideas too! 

2. Download and print this bulletin so that you can follow along at home.  Don’t have a 
working printer?  Open two internet windows side-by-side on a computer or tablet.   

3. Watch the YouTube or Facebook video together with others in your household. Do I need 
a YouTube or Facebook account?  While it is helpful, accounts are not necessary for 
accessing the worship services on either platform.   
https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchBoone/  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAlCxQntJzULO4jIVXOR0uA 

 
Over time, we are going to work on enhancing the video, audio and other parts of the online 
worship experience.  
 
What happened to Communion?  You will notice that we do not have Communion in our online 
worship services. This is based on our Lutheran theological understanding of the sacrament, 
specifically, the need to have a live gathering of God's people.  We are now providing digital 
Communion worship services via Zoom once a month until we are able to gather in person 
together.  The next Communion Worship will be May 20th at 7pm.   

 
Dear Grace Family, 
My prayers are with each and every one of you as we walk together during this time.  I hope that 
you are taking care of yourselves and each other by remaining in your homes and practicing 
“social distancing.”  Despite our distance, I feel your love and support as we navigate this road 
together.  This is one of the things that makes Grace such a special place!  Through it all, I believe 
that God is with us and that God’s spirit of love weaves us together in a community that connects 
us even when we are apart.  This is the promise we cling to and this is the promise that makes it 
possible to continue to find hope even in the most challenging of situations.   My prayer is that 
our worship today might provide an opportunity for us to hear God’s message of unconditional 
love and challenge us to answer the call to share God’s love each and every day! 
- Pastor Steve 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchBoone/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAlCxQntJzULO4jIVXOR0uA
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 GATHER  

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE – “Dear Christians, One and All” arr. by Walter Pelz 
 
Please hold a time of quiet prayer and reflection.   
 
Please stand. 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue to next page. 
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GATHERING HYMN - “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” 389 ELW  

 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In 
your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of 
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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WORD 
Please be seated. 
FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of 
either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is 
the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God 
has raised from the dead. 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are 
in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, 
he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 
and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though 
indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as 
even some of your own poets have said, 
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, 
an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a 
day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

GOSPEL READING: John 14:15-21 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his 
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer 
see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY - “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 631 ELW  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
With the whole church, let us confess our 
faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

 
Please kneel as you are able. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Each portion of the prayer ends with these words: 
 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 

THANKSGIVING 
Please be seated. 
OFFERING – “If You Love Me, Keep My Commandments” arr. by Thomas Tallis 
Please use the following link to give your offering through the Grace website: 
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate 
 
Please stand.  
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 
God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, 
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word 
of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through 
the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, 
O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate
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Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, 
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to 
all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

 SENDING  
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN - “Come, We That Love the Lord” 625 ELW  

 
DISMISSAL  
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE – “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice & Sing” arr. by Michael Bukhardt 
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor Steve Troisi, Senior Pastor – gracelutheranpastor@gmail.com 
Pastor John Bollinger, Visitation Pastor – graceboone@gmail.com 

Deacon Stacey Troisi, Campus Ministry Coordinator – gracelsacampusmin@gmail.com  
Vicar Christopher Shealy Seminary Intern – gracevicar@gmail.com 
Jennifer Stamey, Facilities Manager – jenniferstamey14@gmail.com 

Kathy Griewisch, Finance Secretary – graceboonefinancial@gmail.com 
Libby Brown, Director of Music Ministry – libbster9988@gmail.com 

Vera Barnett, Administrative Secretary, graceboone@gmail.com 
Lauren Johnson, Children’s Choir Coordinator , graceboone@gmail.com 

Susan Frank, Organist -graceboone@gmail.com 
 

BUDGET REPORT 
Income and spending report through April 30, 2020 

April  
Giving 

April Budgeted 
Giving 

Year to Date  
Giving  

Year to Date 
Budgeted Giving 

36,930.00 25,000 205,813.35 200,000.00 
 

Donate to Grace 
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/donate 

 
Church office – 828-264-2206  

After-Hours Pastoral Emergency Number 828-262-0218 
 

Readings for May 24th           
Acts 1:6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 
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