
 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 
January 5, 2020 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

 



2 
 

Welcome to Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

A Note to Visitors 
Thank you for worshiping at Grace today. We invite you to fill out a yellow “Welcome” card and 
place it in the offering plate. For more information about Grace and its ministries, please visit our 
website www.graceboone.org or speak with a member of the Hospitality Ministry or one of our 
ushers who are waiting in the Narthex. Please join us at 8:45 a.m. for our Coffee Hour, hosted by 
members and ministries of the church.  

During Worship: 
 Bulletin Notes: Congregation responses are in BOLD print; “ELW” refers to the red hymnal; 

“WOV” refers to the blue hymnal; The Holy Bible is in the lower racks below the pews. 
 Devices for the hearing impaired and large print bulletins are available from the ushers.  
 Please turn off all cell phones or place in silent mode.   
 We especially welcome and encourage families with young children to join us for worship. 

Quiet bags are available with the ushers. Sunday School is held at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings and the children are invited to attend Children‟s Church following the Children‟s 
Sermon. 

 Nursery care is available for children up to 4 years old.   
 To reach the restrooms and water fountain, exit through the double doors at the back of the 

Sanctuary and turn right.  
 Sermons, worship bulletins, the newsletter, and information about upcoming events are 

available online at www.graceboone.org. 
 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church Affirmation of Welcome 
In the name of Jesus, who invites us with reconciling love and grace to join in the kingdom of 
God, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church welcomes all who profess, or seek to profess, Jesus Christ 
as their Savior. Believing that the Gospel is God‟s gift to all, we rejoice in the diversity of God‟s 
people and welcome all, regardless of age, cultural and economic background, ethnic and 
linguistic heritage, gender, marital status,  physical and mental ability, race, sexual orientation, or 
any other distinction.  We are all one in God‟s eyes, sharing in the free gifts of the Gospel and the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore, we encourage all to take part in the life of this congregation as we worship, 
witness and openly share the love of God through Christ our Lord. 

Today’s Worship Theme 
Within the gospel reading‟s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a 
human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the 
beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell 
among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new 
birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God‟s 
grace and truth. 

 

 

http://www.graceboone.org/
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 GATHER  

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  
 
Please hold a time of quiet prayer and reflection.  Prayer cards may be held up to be collected by 
Ushers. 
 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Love from the beginning, Word made flesh, Breath of 
heaven. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, trusting in God‟s endless mercy and 
love. 
Silence is kept for reflection. Please kneel. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we are not perfect. We have said and done things we regret. 
We have tried to earn your redeeming grace, while denying it to others. 
We have resisted your call to be your voice in the world. 
Forgive us, loving God. Give us your righteousness, the strength to put aside our failures, 
and the courage to try again. Amen. 
Dear people of God, hear the good news: 
Christ the Savior is born! 
You are loved and forgiven 
in the name of ☩ Jesus, who has come among us. 
You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, 
because God‟s love is given to you 
as the most precious gift of all. 
Rejoice in this love and share it with the world. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand and turn with the cross as the crucifer processes forward. 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN -“Cold December Flies Away”– 299 ELW  

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
Please be seated. 
CHILDREN’S TIME & CHILDREN’S CHURCH  
The children are invited to come to the front for the children‟s sermon and then are invited to the 
Sunday School classrooms upstairs to learn the Creeds and the Lord‟s Prayer, make crafts and to 
talk more about the readings for the day. The children will return to the worship service before 
Holy Communion is distributed. 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel 
will rejoice over God‟s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; 
God will give gladness instead of sorrow. 

 
7Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 

8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 

9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 

10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
 

11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 

12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
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  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
 

13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy, 
  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 

14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth 

are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have 

been promised eternal salvation. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to 

the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished 

on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness 

of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In 

Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 

purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so 

that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 

glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, 

to the praise of his glory. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL READING:  John 1: [1-9] 10-18 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were 
created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 [1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.] 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father‟s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, „He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.‟ ”) 16From his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father‟s heart, who has made him known. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
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SERMON 

Please stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY - “Thy Strong Word” – 511 ELW verses 1-3 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
With the whole church, let us confess our 
faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

 
Please kneel as you are able. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Each portion of the prayer ends with these words: 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Please stand.   
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ‟s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. 
 

 MEAL  
Please be seated. 
OFFERING  
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Please stand. 
OFFERTORY HYMN - “Love Has Come” – 292 ELW verse 3 

3 Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts that you have already given to 
sustain our lives and to share with others. Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is 
in it, and let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….. join their unending hymn of praise. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come now with joy to Emmanuel‟s table. 
Feast at the banquet of hope and love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please be seated. 

Holy Communion will be served around the altar today by intinction. Please come forward in two 
rows by the center aisle. On the lectern side, please begin filling in at the back of the altar rail, 
halfway around to the front of the rail. On the pulpit side, please begin filling in at the front of the 
altar rail and halfway around to the back of the rail. Kneel as you are able. Receive the bread and 
dip it into the wine (first cup) or the grape juice (second cup). The bread served today is 
homemade and gluten-free.  Anyone who may require the sacrament to be brought to their seats 
should alert an usher. 

This is the Lord‟s Table, so all who seek Christ‟s true presence promised to us through this bread 
and wine, body and blood, are welcome and invited.  

COMMUNION SONG  

 
HOLY COMMUNION SONGS 
“Of The Father‟s Love Begotten” –295 ELW 
“What Child is This” –296 ELW 
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Please stand. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this holy meal you have invited us to 
feast with you and one another. May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words 
and our work in your name invite others into your bountiful grace. Send us from your table to 
proclaim your presence, even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
 SENDING  

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
SENDING HYMN - “Hark! The Herald Angel Sing”–270 ELW  

Please turn with the cross as the crucifer returns to the entrance. 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share God‟s love.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   
 
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY:     
Preaching   Pastor Steve Troisi 
Liturgist   Vicar Christopher Shealy 
Assisting Minister  Roger Bodo 
Lector     Suzanne Wise 
Acolyte    TBD 
Crucifer   TBD 
Director of Music  Libby Brown 
Organist   Susan Frank 
Altar Guild   TBD 
Greeter s   Annette Clinebell 
Ushers Nathaniel Hoppach, Charlie, Keller & Shelley Wallin,  

Buck Wellborn  
Nursery Volunteers  TBD & TBD 
Card Ministry   Carol McCubbins 
Pew Helper   Sandy Moretz   
Minister of Grace  TBD 
Fellowship Hosts  TBD 
Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by the people of Grace. 
The Sanctuary Lamp is burning to the glory of God. 
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Sunday, January 5th  
8:45 am Coffee Hour (FH) 
9:00 am Sunday School  
10:00am Worship (S) 
11:30 am Ringers of Grace Rehearsal (CR)  
11:30 am Altar Guild Undecorated (S) 
 
Monday, January 6th    
11:00 am Staff Meeting (P) 
6:45 pm AA (LLFH) 
6:45 pm Women‟s Bible Study (FH) 
 
Tuesday, January 7th     
8:30 am Wood Lot Workday (OS) 
8:00pm AA (LLFH) 
 
Wednesday, January 8th    
 9:30 am Lizzie-Estelle (FH) 
10:00 am Quilters (QR) 
4:45 pm Via de Cristo (C) 
5:00 pm Meal @ the Hospitality House (OS) 
6:00 pm Choir Rehearsal (CL) 
 
Thursday, January 9th     
7:30 am Youth Devotions (OS) 
9:30 am Via de Cristo (C) 
10:30 am Bible Study (C) 
 
Friday, January 10th          
10:00 am Visually Impaired (FH) 
 
Saturday, January 11th            
9:00 am Piano/Organ Rehearsal (S) 
5:00 pm Dorcas New Year‟s Party (OS) 
 
Sunday, January 12th        
8:45 am Coffee Hour (FH)  
9:00 am Sunday School  
10:00am Worship (S) 
11:30 am Ringers of Grace Rehearsal (CR) 

 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor Steve Troisi, Senior Pastor – 

gracelutheranpastor@gmail.com 
Pastor John Bollinger, Visitation Pastor – 

graceboone@gmail.com 
Deacon Stacey Troisi,  

Campus Ministry Coordinator – 
gracelsacampusmin@gmail.com  

Vicar Christopher Shealy Seminary Intern – 
gracevicar@gmail.com 

Jennifer Stamey, Facilities Manager – 
jenniferstamey14@gmail.com 

Kathy Griewisch, Finance Secretary – 
graceboonefinancial@gmail.com 

Libby Brown, Director of Music Ministry –  
libbster9988@gmail.com 

Vera Barnett, Administrative Secretary, 
Lauren Johnson,  

Children‟s Choir Coordinator ,  
Susan Frank, Organist -
graceboone@gmail.com 

 
Church office – 828-264-2206  

After-Hours Pastoral Emergency Number 
828-262-0218 

WiFi – ingrace3 

 
Readings for January 12th       

Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 
 

Key ~C – Chapel; CR – Choir Room; CH – Councill 
House; FH – Fellowship Hall; L – Library; LLFH – Lower 
Level Fellowship Hall; N– Nursery; O – Church Office;  P 
– Parlor; QR-Quilter‟s Room; S – Sanctuary;   VdC – Via 
de Cristo Reunion Groups; Off Site – OS; SS – Sunday 
School Rooms 

mailto:gracelutheranpastor@gmail.com
mailto:graceboone@gmail.com
mailto:gracelsacampusmin@gmail.com
mailto:graceboonefinancial@gmail.com
mailto:graceboone@gmail.com
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Setting 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dorcas Holden Meal & New Year Party 
This year, instead of an ugly sweater/tie Christmas Party Dorcas will celebrate by having a Glittery 
& Glamorous New Year Party at the home of Charlene and George Sox (605 Fieldstream Drive, 
Boone) on January 11th  at 5 p.m.  We look forward to celebrating the New Year with you! 
 
Reading Between the Wines - December 
Join Grace's book club that meets the third Tuesday of each month. We will not be meeting in 
December, but in January we will meet to discuss the book, ”A Gentleman in Moscow" by Amor 
Towles on January 21, at 6:00 p.m. at Casa Rustica. See you there!  
 
Faith Formation 
Thursday 01/09/20 @ 7:30 a.m. – High school youth are invited to gather at Bojangles 
for breakfast and devotions with Pastor Steve.  

Hospitality House Update  
The next meal will be served on January 8th at the Hospitality House. All meal signups are on 
the Sign Up Genius website! There is a link available on the ministry pages of the Grace website. If 
you have any questions, please contact:  Rebecca Ungerer,  rebeccaungerer@gmail.com Thank 
you! 

Altar Flowers 
It is time to look forward to 2020 and to select your week to place flowers in the Sanctuary.  The 
cost did not change.  It will again be $74.73, which covers the cost of the flowers and delivery. 
 You may do this individually, or you may invite someone to share with you and split the cost. 
 The new flower chart, for sign-up, is posted in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Gail Hauser, Flower Ministry Coordinator. 
 
 
 

Giving Report 

Giving as of November 30, 2019 

November Giving 
November 

Budgeted Giving 
Year-to-Date 

Giving 
Year-to-Date 

Budgeted Giving 

$24,766.39         $25,000.00 $66,288.69 $75,000.00 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a45aca728a2f49-hospitality
mailto:rebeccaungerer@gmail.com
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Community Action Winter Blood Drive 
Grace will host a Red Cross Blood Drive, Saturday, February 8th from 9-1:30 in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Please call the office for assistance for sign up or sign up in the Fellowship Hall during 
Coffee Hour.  Online registration is also as option:  redcross.org, just search for Grace as the 
location. Thanks for giving the gift of life. What better gift to give during this season of giving 
and love. 
Most sincerely, 
Robin J. King -- co-chair Community Action Team 

 
Adverse Weather 
As winter approaches, we are sure to experience inclement weather. It‟s easy to stay up to date 
with office closures and schedule changes. Postings can be found on our website, 
graceboone.org, or on our phone system, 828-264-2206 option #1 lists schedule changes and 
worship times, or in your inbox. If you receive our Weekend News Updates on Friday afternoons 
then you are all set, if not contact the office to add your preferred email address to our list. 
Remember, if Watauga County Schools are closed the office is closed. Stay warm and safe this 
winter! 
 
Lizzie- Estelle News 
Our meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 8, at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Once 
again we will plan to meet and take each day as it comes.  Join us for a session on prayer or from 
the Gather magazine.  Gail Lund has the refreshments.  So be prepared for some yummy treats! 
Bring a friend and join us! Blessings on your journey!  

Invitation for Ringers and Singers 
Happy New Year!!!   If you have been thinking how much you love music and are looking for a 
fun group to sing or ring with… Or you used to be in an ensemble and miss the music and 
fellowship…. We have the place for you!!!  Consider becoming a part the music ministry at Grace… 
Now is the perfect time to join the Ringers of Grace or Chancel Choir!!!  The Ringers of Grace 
provide music for worship approximately one Sunday a month and rehearse every Sunday after 
morning worship. The Chancel Choir leads worship and provides special music weekly for the 
10::00 service and rehearses every Wednesday at 6:00 in the sanctuary. Contact Libby Brown 
(Libbster9988@gmail.com) for more information or just come to rehearsal next Wednesday of 
Sunday!!!  
 

http://redcross.org/
mailto:Libbster9988@gmail.com

