
Council Meeting Minutes - Special Meeting via Zoom 
March 23, 2020 at 6 p.m.  

 
Attending: Alan Hauser, Sandy Moretz, Morgan Wright, Mary Ballard, John Smythe, Beth 
Reavis, Carol Norris, Gail Lund, Vicar Christopher, Pastor Steve, Celia Suknaic, Laura 
McArthur,  Charlie Walin, Jeff Voss and Janice Koppenhaver 
 
Guest: Cece, is a seminary student, who asked to sit in on a Council meeting as part of a 
seminary assignment. 
 
Devotion: Pastor Steve gave a devotion from Called by God to Serve.  
 
Future Services: Council had previously decided to suspend services for two weeks.With the 
changing circumstances due to the pandemic, the Synod has now recommended churches 
should close until May 12th.  The first Sunday of worship back would be May 17th. John made a 
motion that we close until May 12th. Laura seconded. Alan suggested going to May 3rd.  Carol 
pointed out that we may not have a choice. Mary said that the governor said that groups are 
limited to 50. Gail agreed with Alan that we should suspend activities only until May 3rd. Gail 
said that she really misses communion. Alan said that we shouldn’t promise that we’ll start back 
May 3rd, but that we would look at it again. Sandy asked about whether the suspension of 
activities would include weddings and funerals. John asked Charlie if he knew whether 
everything would be closed in town.  Charlie said that the County Commissioner heard from 
State leaders that there could be a shelter-in-place order from the Governor. Pastor Steve 
stated that he would prefer to suspend activities for a short amount of time and extend out 
further as needed as opposed to the opposite. John amended his motion to change the 
suspension of activities until May 1st.  Seconded by Laura. Motion carried.  
 
For Easter, Beth asked if there is a visual outside the church for Easter even though we can’t 
meet. Mary said one of the things she saw was that All Saints in Mt. Pleasant had church in the 
parking lot. Mary asked Morgan to comment about that possibility. Morgan said that the service 
online was very well done. Carol suggested that we try the parking lot service or drive by 
communion. There was one church which did virtual communion, but we might try it for Easter. 
Vicar asked if in a parking lot service, could you ask members to bring bread? Pastor Steve said 
this might be a possibility.  
 
Pastor Steve said he and Vicar recorded the service on Saturday. In the future, he’ll post it to 
open on Sunday or Wednesday instead of “going live”.  The general consensus was that the 
services are welcomed by the congregation and are excellent. John asked if Pastor Steve and 
Vicar take communion, so communion is part of the service. Pastor Steve said that Martin 
Luther created an avenue for communion in homes, but the conference of bishops will need to 
decide on this matter. Vicar Christopher said he has watched different services and 3-4 had 
communion.  His sense was that he thought people might feel left out. Carol said that we need 
to be thinking about this, but reminded that we didn’t always have weekly communion.  



 
Jeff said that virtual communion would be a great addition to the service and is a way to go to 
be inclusive in the community.  Pastor suggested waiting a few weeks to make a decision.  
 
Pastor Steve said they’re going to tape Wednesday’s services on Mondays and then Sunday’s 
worship on Thursdays. It will still be one take to give it the live feel.  Steve Franks will run the on 
camera, Susan will play the piano.  Vicar and Pastor will lead worship and sing as will Lauren 
Johnson. Libby will be able to join in after she’s out of self quarantine. They’re still working on 
the logistics. Morgan made a few comments about recording tips.  Beth and Gail Hauser 
decided to put Altar Flower orders on hold for the time being.  Beth would like permission to 
come in and change in the paraments so that they match the services, particularly in Holy 
Week.  
 
Charlie asked if they wanted the assisting ministers to come and participate.  Pastor Steve 
would like to limit the number of people involved at this time.  One idea, for example with Palm 
Sunday, is to find a way for people to do the readings or participate in leading the service in 
some other way.  Pastor Steve and Vicar Christopher are working on several different ideas. 
 
Wildwood Agreement - Put on an April agenda.  
 
Calls to Members - Council members have begun calling every member in the congregation. 
Please share comments and feedback with Pastor Steve. If you have updates for the Directory 
please send those to Vera. Mary said John Barber said he’d like to help make the calls. Pastor 
Steve and Vicar will call people they’re worried about. Carol suggested we call a different list the 
second round.  Sandy said she’d like to keep her same list. Lots asked about Pastor John (Mary 
reported she had talked to Pastor John and he had pain and wants to be in good shape to care 
for Nancy.) Generally, calls went well.  Council will plan to keep the same lists moving forward. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.  


